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pose

safety risk:
prosecutors

Camerasin the courtroom
aren'tjust o distraction, they
are a safety threat, say many
Crown atforneys.

Prosecutors say they don't
want thelr faces televised or
otherwise broadcast for all
to see, Including cohorts and
friends of the criminals they
put in jail.

Manitoba Justlee improving
safety protocals for its stafl,
“We have legitlimate con-
cerns when you think what
has happened in the past
to other Crowns,” said one
Crown atkorney,
The dangers of broadeast-
ing court proceedings far
outwelgh any

“Lhonestly  “ldon't even  benefits, said

wouldn't do

this job if there want my

JAdsa Carson,

picture president of the
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were canoeras in Manitoba Asso-
the courtroom,” in the paper" clation of Crown
said one pr’(:se- never mmd Attorneys.

cutor, speaking T “Tt's one
on t:on([iitiml (ﬁ' ha‘"ng lt on thing to have
anonymity. “1 camera.” members of the

don't even want
my picture in

— anonymaous

public come in
and waltch, it's

the paper, never Crown prosecutor another thing

mind lraving it
on camera, The factis that
if they want to find us they
can, why help them owt?
Why make it even easier”
Gang prosecitions would
pose particular dangers to
justice officlals if broadeast,
the prosecutor said.

Gang bangers

“(When) prosecutlng gang
bangers we wauld have 19
worry about dealing with
all thelr cohorts and being
able to be picked ourofa
crowd at the drop of a hat.
No thanks.

Many Crown aftorneys
report being threatened at
one thme or another Inside
court,

In 2007, a Winnipeg
Crown attorney was the vic-
tim of an attempted home
invasion, just hours after a
man she prosecuted theat-

< ened herin couwrt, That Inci-
- dent and another in which

an accused followed a
Crown attoney as she drove
home from work vesulted in

to broadcast the
faces of everybody involved

on the focal news,” Carson

said. “That delinitely creates
a concern.”

It’s & concern shared by
some defence lawyers as
well. Lo

“1t’s one thing for a fam-
iy of a victim to see me in
court and make disparaging
remurks to me;” snid defence
lawyer Josh Weinstein. “It’s
another where my mugshot
is broadeast sverywhere and
somebody whd has a beefl
witli what I do sees me in
Safeway and approaches me!

— Pritchard

THINK?

Would cameras in courts
further endanger the safety
aof Crown prosecutors?
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A Notary Public it and for
the Frovince of Maniioba
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