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Table 1: Data Themes and Supporting Literature

Touchstone Principle

Culture and Language

Data Themes Supporting Literature and Evidence

Acceptance
Addictions
Alternatives
Ancestry
Belonging
Ceremonies
Childcare
Children
Clan(s)
Communities
Community
Connected
Cultural 
Awareness
Culture
Disconnected

Elders
Families
Family
Generations
Gifts
Heritage
Identity
Incorporation
Indigenous Child
Knowledge
Land
Language
Leaders
Members
Parenting

Programs
Proud
Removed
Responsibilities
Role Models
Roles
Safe
Services
Supports
Teachers
Teachings
Traditions
Worldview
Youth

• Blackfoot ways of knowing: The worldview of the Siksikaitsitapi 
(Bastien, 2004)

• Seeking Mino Pimatisiwin: An Aboriginal approach to healing 
(Hart, 2002)

• “Native wisdom on belonging” (Brokenleg, 1998)
• Native science natural laws of interdependence (Cajete, 2000)
• Lighting the seventh fire: The spiritual ways of healing and 

science of the Native American (Peat, 1994)
• “Understanding family resiliency from a relational world view” 

(Cross, 1998)
• “Spirituality and mental health: A Native American perspective” 

(Cross, 2002)
• The Northern Ojibwe and their family law. (D.J. Auger, 2001)
• The sacred tree (Bopp, Bopp, Brown, and Lane 1984)
• The Mishomis Book: The voice of the Ojibway (Benton-Banai, 

1988)
• Ojibway ceremonies (Johnson, 1982)
• “An Ojibwe perspective on the welfare of children: Lessons of 

the past and visions for the future” (Hand, 2006)

Touchstone Principle

Holistic Approach

Data Themes Supporting Literature and Evidence

Chiefs
Child
Children
Collaboration
Communities
Community
Culture

Elders
Families
Family
Health
Healthcare
Holistic
Indigenous

Island
Land
Prevention
Proud
Well-being
Wellness
Youth

• When everything matters (Blackstock, 2009)
• Circleworks: Transforming Eurocentric consciousness (Graveline, 

1998) 
• “Postcolonial Ghost Dancing: Diagnosing European 

colonialism” (Youngblood Henderson, 2000)
• Space, time and medicine (Dossey, 1985)

continued on following page
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Table 1: Data Themes and Supporting Literature

Touchstone Principle

Self Determination

Data Themes Supporting Literature and Evidence

Build
Changes
Cherished
Child
Children
Collaboration
Communities
Community 
Control
Decision-making
Decisions
Deliver
Develop
Effective
Empowered
Empowering

Families
Family
Government
Healthy
Implement
Indigenous
Knowledge
Legislation
Less removal
Loved
Needs
Opportunities
Oppressive
Ownership
Political
Politics 

Positive
Potential
Prevention
Relationships
Resources
Responsibility
Safety
School
Secure
Self-determination
Self-sufficient
Wanted
Welfare
Well-being
Worldview
Youth

• “Cultural continuity as a hedge against suicide in Canada’s 
First Nations” (Chandler and Lalonde, 1998)

• Report of the Royal Commission on Aboriginal Peoples (RCAP, 
1996)

• Aboriginal children and youth in Canada: Canada must 
do better (Canadian Council of Provincial Child and Youth 
Advocates, 2010)

• Indigenous children: Rights and reality (Rae, 2006)
• Indigenous Peoples in international law (Anaya, 2004)

Touchstone Principle

Non Discrimination

Data Themes Supporting Literature and Evidence

Acknowledge
Awareness
Child
Children
Communication
Communities
Community
Community
Culture
Develop
Discrimination

Economic
Education
Environment
Families
Family
Funding
Government
Historical
History
Indigenous
Interfering

Jordan’s Principle
Knowledge
Nurture
Overrepresentation
Policies
Racism
Relationships
School
Sharing
Traditional
Youth

• “Reconciliation: Rebuilding the Canadian child welfare system 
to better serve Aboriginal children and youth” (Blackstock, 
Brown and Bennett, 2007)

• “Jordan’s Principle and Maurina Beadle’s fight for 
implementation” (Blackstock, 2011)

• Aboriginal children’s health: Leaving no child behind (Unicef, 
2009)

continued on following page
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Table 1: Data Themes and Supporting Literature

Touchstone Principle

Structural Interventions

Data Themes Supporting Literature and Evidence

Accessible
Activities
Addictions
Affordable
Alcohol
Awareness
Barriers
Child
Childcare
Children
Clean
Collaboration
Communities
Community
Cost
Culture
Delivery
Discrimination
Drugs
Economic
Education
Education
Employment

Facilities
Families
Family
Foster
Funding
Government
Health
Healthcare
Healthy
Holistic
Homes
Housing
Indigenous
Integration
Involved
Justice
Knowledge
Language
Needs
Outcomes
Overcrowding
Policies
Poverty 

Prevention
Programs
Protocols
Racism
Resources
Responsibility
Safety
Sanitation
Schools
Security
Services
Skills
Sufficient
Supports
Sustainable
Teachers
Teachings
Traditional
Training
Values
Wealth
Welfare
Youth

• Canadian Incidence Study on Reported Child Abuse and Neglect 
– 2008: Major findings (Trocmé et al. 2010)

• Kiskisik Awasisak: Remember the children, understanding the 
overrepresentation of First Nations children in the child welfare 
system (Sinha et al., 2011).

• When everything matters (Blackstock, 2009)
• Wen:de: We are coming to the light of day (Blackstock, 

Prakash, Loxley, and Wien, 2005)
• Auditor General of Canada report, Chapter 4 (2011)
• “Pathways to the overrepresentation of Aboriginal children in 

Canada’s child welfare system” (Trocmé, Knoke, and Blackstock, 
2004)

• Joint national policy review on First Nations child and family 
services (McDonald and Ladd, 2000)

• Economic consequences of child abuse in Canada (Bowlus, 
McKenna, Tanis, and Wright, 2003)

• WHO report reveals economic costs of interpersonal violence 
(World Health Organization, 2004)

• “Jordan’s Principle, governments’ paralysis” (MacDonald and 
Attaran, 2007).

• “Are we doing enough? A status report on Canadian public 
policy and child and youth health” (Canadian Paediatric 
Society, 2009)

Touchstone Principle

Other

Data Themes Supporting Literature and Evidence

People
Touchstones
Hope
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Date Location Host Community 

Approx. 
Number  
of Participants

Nov. 25–26, 2009 Fort St. James 
Community 
Centre

Nezul Be Hunuyeh 
Child and Family 
Services Society

Nak’azdli and Tl’azt’en Carrier Nations  50 

February 11–12, 2010 Prince George 
Civic Centre

Carrier-Sekani 
Family Services

Burns Lake, Cheslatta, Lake Babine, 
Nadleh Whut’en, Nee Tahi Buhn, Skin 
Tyee, Stella’ten, Saik’uz, Takla Lake, 
Wet’suwet’en and Yekooche

 150 

April 7–8, 2010 Terrace Northwest Inter-
Nation Family 
and Community 
Services Society

Hartley Bay, Iskut, Kitamaat, Kitkatla, 
Kitselas, Kitsumkalum, Lax-kw’alaams, 
Metlakatla and Tahltan

 100 

October 6–7, 2010 Terrace Nisga’a Child and 
Family Services

Gingolx (Kincolith), Gitlakdamx, Lakalzap 
and Gitwinksihlkw

 90 

November 2–3, 2010 Old Massett Haida Child and 
Family Services

Old Massett Village Council and the 
Skidegate Band

 40 
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Culture and Language

 f Theme  f Theme  f Theme  f Theme

 589 Children
 459 Child
 423 Community
 292 Youth
 276 Family
 273 Aboriginal
 252 Families
 240 Communities
 174 Services
 164 Culture
 151 Ceremonies
 145 Supports
 143 Parenting

 112 Language
 105 Traditional
 100 Elders
 92 Cultural
 92 Roles
 75 Leaders
 69 Knowledge
 69 Programs
 67 Safety
 58 Members
 56 Leadership
 45 Responsibilities
 41 Clan(s)

 40 Holistic
 37 Traditions
 34 Teachers
 32 Connected
 30 Grandparents
 28 Addictions
 25 Land
 23 Acknowledge
 23 Acceptance
 21 Worldview
 20 Proud
 20 Culturally
 18 Generations

 16 Alternative
 16 Identity
 13 Belonging
 10 Island
 10 Community-based
 9 Role Models
 8 Removed
 8 Teachings
 7 Children’s
 6 Gifts
 5 Disconnect

Holistic Approach

 f Theme  f Theme  f Theme  f Theme

 589 Children 
 459 Child 
 423 Community 
 292 Youth 
 276 Family 
 273 Aboriginal 
 252 Families 
 240 Communities 
 164 Culture 
 105 Traditional 

 102 Respect 
 100 Elders
 79 Values 
 62 Health 
 56 Healthy  
 43 Policies 
 40 Holistic 
 37 Traditions 
 32 Love
 32 Connected 

 25 Land 
 23 Prevention 
 21 Chiefs 
 20 Proud 
 17 Well-being 
 16 Collaboration 
 16 Identity 
 14 Dignity 
 13 Belonging 
 11 Protocols 

 10 Community-based 
 10 Island 
 9 Wellness 
 9 Included
 7 Purpose 
 7 Children’s 
 7 Healthcare 

Self Determination

 f Theme  f Theme  f Theme  f Theme

 589 Children 
 459 Child 
 423 Community 
 292 Youth 
 281 Welfare 
 276 Family 
 273 Aboriginal 
 252 Families 
 240 Communities 
 155 School 
 104 Development 

 92 Changes 
 91 Needs 
 90 Government 
 80 Resources 
 70 Wanted 
 69 Knowledge 
 67 Safety 
 62 Implementation 
 56 Healthy
 49 Relationships 
 49 Positive 

 48 Opportunities 
 44 Empower 
 41 Build 
 38 Responsibility 
 32 Loved 
 26 Political 
 25 Self-determination 
 23 Prevention 
 21 Control 
 21 Worldview 
 17 Well-being 

 16 Equality 
 16 Collaboration 
 15 Decision 
 15 Effective 
 12 Legislation 
 10 Community-based 
 10 Collaborative 
 9 Governance 
 8 Ownership 
 7 Children’s

continued on following page



5 0

Non Discrimination

 f Theme  f Theme  f Theme  f Theme

 589 Children 
 459 Child 
 423 Community 
 292 Youth 
 281 Welfare 
 276 Family 
 273 Aboriginal 
 252 Families 
 240 Communities 
 164 Culture 

 155 School 
 105 Traditional 
 104 Development 
 97 Education 
 90 Government 
 86 Policies 
 80 Sharing 
 78 Funding 
 69 Knowledge 
 53 History 

 50 Discrimination 
 49 Relationships 
 41 Communication 
 38 Racism 
 33 Awareness 
 25 Self-determination 
 23 Acknowledge 
 21 Economic 
 21 Environment 
 16 Equality 

 14 Jordan’s Principle 
 10 Community-based 
 9 Governance 
 7 Representation 
 7 Children’s 
 7 Nurture 
 6 Interfering 
 5 Neglect

Structural Interventions

 f Theme  f Theme  f Theme  f Theme

 589 Children 
 459 Child 
 423 Community 
 292 Youth 
 281 Welfare 
 276 Family 
 273 Aboriginal 
 252 Families 
 240 Communities 
 174 Services 
 164 Culture 
 155 Schools 
 122 Supports 
 112 Language 
 105 Traditional 
 98 Homes 

 97 Education 
 91 Needs 
 90 Government 
 80 Resources 
 79 Values 
 78 Funding 
 69 Knowledge 
 69 Programs 
 67 Safety 
 62 Health 
 57 Foster  
 56 Healthy 
 50 Discrimination
 46 Buildings 
 44 Poverty 
 44 Training 

 43 Policies 
 43 Activities 
 40 Holistic 
 38 Racism 
 38 Responsibility 
 38 Involvement 
 34 Teachers 
 33 Awareness
 33 Housing 
 31 Employment
 28 Alcohol 
 26 Justice  
 26 Collaboration 
 24 Addictions 
 23 Prevention 
 21 Economic 

 21 Skills 
 20 Drugs 
 16 Barriers 
 16 Violence 
 15 Outcomes 
 13 Integration
 11 Protocols 
 10 Community-based 
 8 Teachings 
 8 Wealth 
 8 Affordable 
 7 Children’s
 7 Security 
 7 Healthcare 
 6 Suicide
  

Other

 f Theme

 446 People
 290 Touchstones
 172 Hope
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